Interaction of fusidates with bile acid uptake by isolated rat hepatocytes.
The interaction of fisidic acid and two of its conjugates with carrier-mediated uptake of bile acids was investigated in isolated rat hepatocytes. All three fusidates inhibited the uptake of both cholate and taurocholate competitively suggesting a direct interaction of fusidates with bile acid carrier. The inhibition constants for all three fusidates for the inhibition of cholate uptake were significantly different from the respective inhibition constants for the inhibition of taurocholate uptake. This would indicate that both cholate and taurocholate are transported by more than one carrier into hepatocytes. The results may also indicate that taurine conjugated bile acids may be transported preferentially by one transport system while unconjugated bile acids may be preferentially transported by another transport system.